
APPENDIX 22.  
 

CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA FOR WILD, SCENIC AND RECREATIONAL RIVER AREAS * 
 

    ATTRIBUTE                  WILD              SCENIC           RECREATIONAL 
Water 
Resource 
Development 

Free of impoundment. Free of impoundment. Some existing impoundment or 
diversion. 
 
The existence of low dams, diversions 
or other modifications of the waterway 
is acceptable, provided the waterway 
remains generally natural and riverine 
in appearance. 

Shoreline 
Development 

Essentially primitive. 
Little or no evidence of human 
activity. 
 
The presence of a few 
inconspicuous structures, 
particularly those of historic or 
cultural value, is acceptable. 
 
A limited amount of domestic 
livestock grazing or hay 
production is acceptable. 
 
Little or no evidence of past 
timber harvest. No ongoing 
timber harvest. 

Largely primitive and 
undeveloped. No substantial 
evidence of human activity. 
 
The presence of small 
communities or dispersed 
dwellings or farm structures 
is acceptable. 
 
The presence of grazing, hay 
production or row crops is 
acceptable. 
 
Evidence of past or ongoing 
timber harvest is acceptable, 
provided the forest appears 
natural from the riverbank. 

Some development. Substantial 
evidence of human activity 
 
The presence of extensive residential 
development and a few commercial 
structures is acceptable. 
 
Lands may have been developed for 
the full range of agricultural and 
forestry uses. 
 
May show evidence of past and 
ongoing timber harvest. 

Accessibility Generally inaccessible except 
by trail. 
 
No roads, railroads or other 
provision for vehicular travel 
within the river area. A few 
existing roads leading to the 
boundary of the river area is 
acceptable. 

Accessible in places by road. 
 
Roads may occasionally 
reach or bridge the river. The 
existence of short stretches 
of conspicuous or longer 
stretches of inconspicuous 
roads or railroads is 
acceptable. 

Readily accessible by road or railroad. 
 
The existence of parallel roads or 
railroads on one or both banks as well 
as bridge crossings and other river 
access points is acceptable. 

Water Quality Meets or exceeds Federal 
criteria or federally approved 
State standards for aesthetics, 
for propagation of fish and 
wildlife normally adapted to 
the habitat of the river, and for 
primary contact recreation 
(swimming) except where 
exceeded by natural conditions. 

No criteria prescribed by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. The Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972 have made it a 
national goal that all waters of the United States be made fishable and 
swimmable. Therefore, rivers will not be precluded from scenic or 
recreational classification because of poor water quality at the time of 
their study, provided a water quality improvement plan exists or is 
being developed in compliance with applicable Federal and State laws. 

* Table to be used only in conjunction with text. 


